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“Downer won’t be a backbencher”: Mayo voters
Liberal voters in Mayo have indicated their main reason for voting for Georgina Downer is they don’t
think she’ll stay on the back bench if elected.
The results of the first survey of the Voter Choice Project, a national study investigating how
Australians decide who to vote for, found Rebekha Sharkie was likely to win soundly, possibly even
on primaries, due to her solid performance as a local member since being elected in 2016. However,
citing Georgina Downer’s intelligence and leadership abilities, Liberal voters said Ms Downer was
surely a contender for a ministry position, and believed there were significant benefits to having a
Government member as their local representative.
Study participants nationwide were also asked what issues would be the most important when it
came to deciding who to vote for. The most frequently mentioned issue in Mayo was the
environment followed by local issues; across South Australia the leading issue was health, followed
by the environment and taxes; while nationally the leading issue was refugees.

The top 100 issues mentioned by respondents to the Voter Choice Project: Mayo on the left on the black
background, South Australia on the right. 1360 voters participated in the first Voter Choice Project survey
between June 1 and July 1, 2018.

Project director Raphaella Kathryn Crosby, who is conducting the study as part of her PhD through
the University of Technology Sydney (UTS), says more people are wanted to participate in the study
so they can delve deeper into the variety of Australia’s voting decisions.
“There are big disparities geographically in what people care about.
“No two electorates are the same; no two voters are the same, and while we already have a list of
more than 2000 issues and factors that voters consider, I think we’re just scratching the surface.
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“We’d like to have a good sample from every electorate so we can really start to understand what is
going on in each local community – why is one issue more important here than there – and to do
that we need Australians to help us, by signing up and having their say on what’s important and
what they think,” Ms Crosby said.
The next round of the Voter Choice Project begins next Sunday on July 15, and will ask about what
people want from candidates, as well as an optional set of questions about Pauline Hanson and One
Nation. New participants will get a catch up questionnaire that includes the most important
questions they missed from June. All the questionnaires are online and can be done on a computer,
phone or tablet.
Any registered Australian voter can sign up to take part in the Voter Choice Project at
www.voterchoice.com.au.
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